
A word from Fr Gerard Dowling OAM 

In the Spirit of Hope 
 

Most of my life as a Priest has been spent as the Spiritual Director of CatholicCare, and that 

role has considerably enhanced my vocation to minister the love of Jesus to those who have 

turned to me for help. And I have endeavoured to respond to their need in harmony with 

my fellow staff members, as we give living expression to the love of Jesus, particularly to 

those who find it lacking in their personal relationships. 

We have a genuine belief that God has made us to be happy in our lives, but due to various 

circumstances that have taken place in the human situations, those individuals, who have 

approached us for help, have been finding that happiness has eluded them. This may have 

occurred in their personal life or in their relationships with others, especially within their 

family.  

As I see things, CatholicCare has genuinely offered them grounds for hope that they can 

eventually find the happiness they are in search for. And I believe that because of the three 

following reasons:  

To begin with, they have actually opened themselves to the help that we are offering to 

them. The second reason is that we, who are providing the help that they are seeking, 

are professionally skilled. And thirdly, that the assistance that is being offered is being 

presented within the context of the loving Catholic community in conjunction with all 

the available social facilities, many of which they may have been previously unaware. 

I believe that the hope-filled ministry, that is offered by CatholicCare, is enriched by our 

staff who are motivated to show Christlike love towards those who turn to them for help. 

I further believe that we, fellow staff members of CatholicCare wisely open ourselves to the 

power of the Holy Spirit, as we work constructively with those who are dissatisfied, to help 

themselves to achieve the happiness for which they have long been yearning. 

 

Fr Gerard Dowling OAM is the Spiritual Director at CatholicCare and Dean Emeritus. 

In 2018 Fr Gerard celebrated his Diamond Jubilee, marking 60 years since his Ordination 

to the Priesthood. You can read more on Fr Gerard by visiting our website: 

www.ccam.org.au/news/152/congratulations-father-dowling 
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